June 24th, 2001
Hi Gavin
May be another short letter, as not much seems to have been happening. Only a couple of entries in my diary. Public holiday tomorrow – dragon boat day. There is also a holiday next week for the anniversary of the handover.

I wonder if you saw the news item on TV about the discovery of the bodies (skeletons) of 12 British soldiers who died in the Battle of the Somme near Arras in France. Can you remember Arras? We stayed in a youth hostel overlooking a big square surrounded by old-style buildings and with an underground car park. I also remember that you and Leonie got out of the car at one point to try to find the way to the hostel. Anyway, the bodies were found by a German company (BMW) who were preparing a site for a building. The soldiers were all found in a line with their arms linked (in solidarity, it was said). From the bits and pieces that had not decayed, their regiment was identified. 

On the Discovery TV channel last night, there was a 2-hour documentary about a 5-day adventure race in the Southern Alps in NZ. I don’t know most of the places involved except Lake Tekapo where the race will finish (in the second 2-hour part tonight). As well as the race, a medical study is being carried out on some of the teams to see how the body deals with such extreme racing and tiredness. The team members have to swallow small capsules which can collect data such as body temperature and heart rate, which is them transmitted back to the researchers. (As these capsules are eventually excreted, they have to swallow one each day.) And, at each checkpoint, each participant is given a quick physical examination and asked various questions (this latter activity sometimes even when they have started running on the next stage – it is after all, a race). The signals from the capsules indicated that one participant, who had a heart problem, was close to having a heart attack. 

Ducks and geese are now on sale in the wet markets following the re-introduction of chickens last week. They are to be kept separate from the chickens to avoid the bird virus jumping from one species to another. Also, the markets have be to cleared and cleaned one day each month to help to prevent the bird flu from coming back. The market sellers at first vigorously opposed this but backed down when they realised that they would be blamed if the bird flu reoccurred. Although I haven’t been to a wet market for a long time, I expect them to be cleaner than they have been. 

The total number of cholera cases in HK remains at about 6. All cases are local and the cause has been identified as poor personal hygiene and poor hygiene in the preparation of food in markets. Cholera is endemic to Hong Kong so there is always the possibility of a large outbreak of the disease. 

Cathay Pacific Airways air crews voted overwhelmingly (92%) to take industrial action starting on July 1st. They may have a point as the Cathay management does not give the impression of being a terribly sympathetic to its employees. However, the 32% increase in salaries being demanded by the pilots is not going down too well. So if there is no agreement this week, flights will be disrupted. The MTR and KCR have also proposed fare increases (modest, at 3% or less) but as they made huge profits last year, there is almost no public support for the increases. Even the Chief Executive made comments that, while not explicitly saying that fares should not be raised, asked the companies to reconsider.

It is now near the end of June. Only one more month of my year contract/stay here. But I think I will extend it for another four months until the end of November before returning to NZ. I have to go to Singapore again in August for the launch of Book 2 of the science course. Also, I would rather not go back to NZ during winter; wait until the warmer weather begins. 

Well, I managed to write more than one page but that’s about it for this week. Hope all is well with you.

Cheers

Dad
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